
Donald R. Baucom

Donald Baucom is the historian of the Ballistic Missile Defense

Organization, popularly known as “Star Wars.” He is a graduate of the Air

Force Academy and served as a commissioned officer for twenty-eight years.

He has taught history and strategy at the Academy and the Air War College

and has directed the Air Power Research Institute at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.

Dr. Baucom was editor of the Air University Review, currently the Airpower
Journal. He is the author of The Origins of SDI, 1944–1983, which won the

Organization of American Historians’ Leopold Prize in History.

George W. Bradley III

Skip Bradley attended Ohio State University for graduate work in mili-

tary history before joining the Air Force History and Museums Program.

Currently he is the command historian for Air Force Space Command in

Colorado Springs. Besides publishing numerous articles and contributing to

several published anthologies, Mr. Bradley is the author of From Missile Base
to Gold Watch: An Illustrated History of the Aerospace Guidance and
Metrology Center.

Lt. Gen. Devol Brett

Lt. Gen. Devol Brett retired in 1980 after his last assignment as

Commander of Allied Air Forces Southern Europe, with headquarters at

Naples, Italy, and Commander of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s Sixteenth Air

Force based at Torrejon Air Base, Spain. 

After graduating from West Point in 1945, General Brett was commis-

sioned a pilot in the Army Air Corps. He began as a flight training instructor

and earned his wings as a fighter pilot. The general logged 100 combat mis-

sions in P–51s in the Korean War. Subsequently, in Vietnam, he flew more

than 100 combat missions in F–4C fighters, including being shot down and

rescued from North Vietnamese waters.
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Gen. John T. Chain, Jr.

Gen. John T. Chain, Jr., served as Commander-in-Chief of the Strategic

Air Command and Director of the Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff before

retiring from the U.S. Air Force.

After completing pilot training, General Chain began flying F–100s. He

flew combat missions from Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, as

a member of the Air Force Advisory Group, and returned later in the war to fly

combat missions from Thailand. The general was a master parachutist and

logged 5,000 flying hours including 400 during combat. In 1985 General

Chain became Chief of Staff, Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe.

The following year he assumed command of SAC.

General Chain earned a bachelor of arts degree in history from Denison

University and a master’s degree in international affairs from George

Washington University.

Lt. Col. Mark J. Conversino

Lieutenant Colonel Mark Conversino has enjoyed a distinguished career

on active duty with the Air Force, serving currently as commander of the 93d

Maintenance Squadron at Warner Robins AFB, Georgia. While an assistant

professor of history at the USAF Academy, Colonel Conversino completed his

Ph.D. in U.S. political history at Indiana University. During his tenure as

Professor of Airpower Theory and Employment, School of Advanced

Airpower Studies, Colonel Conversino published one book and several articles

on air power and defense-related issues.

Richard G. Davis

Richard Davis is a historian with the Air Force History Support Office.

Best known for his biography, Carl A. Spaatz and the Air War in Europe, he

has also completed a pioneering study of World War II strategic bombing and

has published a number of articles and monographs on the subject. Dr. Davis

wrote a classified monograph on the Gulf War, and is currently documenting

the reorganization of Air Force units into air expeditionary forces.

Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman

Gen. Ronald R. Fogleman retired in September 1997, after serving as

Chief of Staff, U.S. Air Force and member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. General

Fogleman began his career as a flight training instructor. He went on to quali-

fy as a parachutist and fly combat duty as a fighter pilot and high-speed for-

ward air controller in Vietnam and Thailand. He has amassed more than 6,500

flying hours in fighter, transport, tanker, and rotary-wing aircraft, including

315 combat missions.
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General Fogleman was a 1963 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy

and attained a master’s degree in military history and political science from

Duke University. He subsequently taught history at the Academy.

Richard P. Hallion

Richard P. Hallion is the Air Force Historian, directing the worldwide

Air Force History and Museums Program. Before assuming his current posi-

tion in December 1991, Dr. Hallion was a member of the Secretary’s Staff

Group. Previously he was the executive historian in the directorate of

advanced programs in Air Force Systems Command and the director of the

special staff office in the Aeronautical Systems Division. He has held positions

as the Harold K. Johnson Visiting Professor at the Army War College and as

the Charles A. Lindbergh Visiting Professor at the Smithsonian Institution’s

National Air and Space Museum.

Dr. Hallion received his Ph.D. in aviation history from the University of

Maryland in 1975 and is currently the author of more than 15 books in the

field.

Daniel L. Haulman

Daniel Haulman is a declassification and technical information special-

ist with the Air Force Historical Research Agency at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.

Dr. Haulman is the author of The United States Air Force and Humanitarian
Airlift Operations, 1947–1994, and Air Force Aerial Victory Credits: WWI,
WWII, Korea, and Vietnam. He has also written official USAF history pam-

phlets and published several articles.

William P. Head

William Head is chief historian at Warner Robins Air Logistics Center,

Georgia. Besides writing numerous articles and reviews and co-editing sever-

al volumes, he has written several Air Force Special Studies. Dr. Head is the

author of Yenan!: Colonel Wilbur Peterkin and the American Military Mission
to the Chinese Communists, 1944–1945 and Every Inch a Soldier: Augustine
Warner Robins and the Building of U.S. Airpower and a coauthor of Time
Capsule: A Chronological History of the Warner Robins ALC Robins AFB;
Georgia, 1935–1995 and Crown Jewel of Georgia: A History of the Museum
of Aviation at Robins AFB.

Lt. Gen. Thomas G. McInerney

Prior to his retirement in July 1994, General McInerney served as Air

Force Vice Chief of Staff.

After graduation from the U.S. Military Academy in 1959, General
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McInerney was commissioned a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army before

transferring to the Air Force and training as a fighter pilot. He flew escort mis-

sions in the Berlin Corridor and reconnaissance over Cuba in the Berlin and

Cuban crises of 1962. He completed four tours of duty in Southeast Asia.

Subsequently the General served with NATO’s defense program, PACAF,

USAFE, and Alaskan Air Command.

David R. Mets

Dr. Mets is professor, School of Advanced Airpower Studies, at the Air

Command and Staff College, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Alabama. Before

joining the faculty there, he served in the Air Force as a navigator and pilot;

was a professor at both the USAF Academy and West Point; and was editor of

the Air University Review. Dave Mets is author of several books, notably

Master of Airpower: General Carl A. Spaatz. His most recent monograph is

The Air Campaign: John Warden and the Classical Airpower Theorists.

Roger G. Miller

Roger Miller is a historian with the Air Force History Support Office.

His familiarity with the Air Force also comes from his service as an Air Force

officer and a field historian with the history program. He has published articles

on aviation history in journals and magazines; edited the proceedings of a

symposium, titled Seeing Off the Bear: Anglo-american Air Power Coopera-
tion During the Cold War; and authored To Save a City: The Berlin Airlift,
1948–1949. Dr. Miller is currently at work on a history of Air Force logistics.

Vance O. Mitchell

A retired Air Force officer, Vance Mitchell spent his career mainly in

reconnaissance and strategic airlift. Dr. Mitchell also earned his Ph.D. in his-

tory; his final assignment was with the Air Force history office. He is the

author of Air Force Officers: Personnel Policy Development, 1944–1974, and

of several published articles, and he is presently completing a classified two-

volume history of Air Force intelligence from 1946 to 1991.

Walton S. Moody

Dr. Moody received his Ph.D. in history from Duke University and

served on active duty in Vietnam. He was employed in the Air Force history

program from 1970 through 1998 with assignments at SAC, in Europe, and

with the history office in Washington, D.C. He is the author of Building a
Strategic Air Force and is a contributor to the two-volume history of the Air

Force, Winged Shield, Winged Sword.
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Gen. Bryce Poe II

Gen. Bryce Poe II began his career with the U.S. Air Force as a gradu-

ate of West Point, whereupon he entered pilot training. Eventually the general

pursued his academic interests by attaining master’s degrees in both history

and international affairs; in retirement, he headed the Air Force Historical

Foundation for nine years. General Poe died November 19, 2000.

As a young pilot, General Poe joined one of the first jet-equipped units

in the U.S. Air Force. He flew 90 combat reconnaissance missions in the

Korean War before receiving assignment to the Allied Forces Northern

Europe. Thereafter, he contributed to the development and deployment of mis-

siles with the Air Force Western Development Division and SAC headquar-

ters. He flew 213 combat missions in Vietnam, most in RF–4Cs. He complet-

ed his career as Commander of the Air Force Logistics Command.

Gen. Bernard A. Schriever

After graduation from Texas A&M, Gen. Bernard Schriever was com-

missioned in the Field Artillery. He immediately entered flight training at the

newly constructed “West Point of the Air,” Randolph Field, and joined the

Army Air Corps Reserve in 1933. The general became a bomber pilot, flying

training missions at March Field, California, and early in the war he joined the

19th Bombardment Group in the Southwest Pacific.

General Schriever’s postwar career was dedicated to research and devel-

opment of the ballistic missile program, the nation’s highest priority weapons

system during the Cold War. His innovative leadership in the field culminated

in his final assignment as commander of the newly established Air Force

Systems Command, from which he retired in 1966.

Gen. Jacob E. Smart

Gen. Jacob Smart graduated from West Point in 1931 to take up flight

training with the Army Air Corps. At the outbreak of World War II, he became

Chief of Flying Training. He saw combat duty with the 9th Bomber Command

and the Fifteenth Air Force in the Mediterranean theater when, on his 29th

mission, he was hit by antiaircraft fire, wounded, and made a prisoner of war

for the next 11 months.

During the Korean War General Smart was again wounded while flying

combat missions. Subsequently he commanded the Twelfth Air Force, was

Commander-in-Chief of Pacific Air Forces, and retired as Deputy Commander

of U.S. European Command. In his post–Air Force career, the General joined

NASA to aid in directing the newly established civilian space agency.
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Rick W. Sturdevant

Dr. Sturdevant is a staff historian with the United States Air Force Space

Command in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He has served on the history com-

mittee of the American Astronautical Society and is a frequent contributor on

the subject of space to Air Power History and NASA’s Space Times. Recent

articles were published in the Journal of the British Interplanetary Society and

the Journal of the West.

William W. Suit

William Suit is a historian at Headquarters, Air Force Materiel

Command, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. Among his writings in the fields of

air power logistics and technology are “The Logistics of Air Power

Projection,” “Anglo-American Amity: Transferring B–29s to the Royal Air

Force,” and “Utilitarian War Horse: Modifying the B–52 for Conventional

War,” articles that appeared in Air Power History. He has also contributed

“Sustaining the War Machine: U.S. Air Force Logistics Support during the

Gulf War,” a chapter in The Eagle in the Desert: Looking Back on U.S.
Involvement in the Persian Gulf War. Dr. Suit earned his Ph.D. at Kent State

University.

Wayne Thompson

Dr. Thompson is a historian with the Air Force History Support Office,

with expertise in Air Force operations in conflicts from Korea to the current

engagement in Kosovo. He was a major contributor to the Gulf War Air Power
Survey, a definitive accounting of the role air power played in the Persian Gulf

War of 1990–1991. His forthcoming volume is titled To Hanoi and Back: The
United States Air Force and North Vietnam, 1966–1973.

George M. Watson, Jr.

After serving with the 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam, George

Watson completed his Ph.D. and joined the Air Force history program. He is

currently chief of the Special Projects Team at the Air Force Historical Support

Office. Dr. Watson has contributed to a number of edited volumes and jour-

nals, conducted many oral history interviews, and is the author of The Office
of the Secretary of the Air Force, 1947–1965.

Maj. Robert P. White

In 1997 Major Robert White served as the senior military historian, Air

Force History Support Office. For the previous three years he was Chief of the

Air Staff history office in the Pentagon. Before joining the history office,
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Major White spent twelve years in signals intelligence. Maj. Gen. Mason M.

Patrick was the subject of his Ph.D. dissertation.

Herman S. Wolk

As senior historian and acting chief of the Air Force History Support

Office, Herman Wolk has long served as an Air Force historian. He began his

career as a historian at the headquarters of the Strategic Air Command, from

1959–1966. Mr. Wolk is the author of Planning and Organizing the Postwar
Air Force, 1943–1947, and Strategic Bombing: The American Experience. He

has contributed to several edited volumes; among his most recent is an essay

titled “General Arnold, the Atomic Bomb and the Surrender of Japan.”

William T. Y’Blood

Before becoming a historian, Tom Y’Blood was a B–47 Air Force pilot

and a Boeing 727 commercial pilot. Though a historian in the Air Force

History Support Office, he has published widely on naval history for the Naval

Institute Press, most notably The Little Giants, his account of escort carriers.

Mr. Y’Blood has written two of the classified monographs on Desert Shield

operations in the Gulf War and edited The Three Wars of Lt. Gen. George E.
Stratemeyer: His Korean War Diary. He is currently preparing a series of

monographs on the Korean War.

The Honorable Eugene M. Zuckert

In January 1961 Eugene Zuckert was sworn in as Secretary of the Air

Force. His expertise arose from the earliest days of the independent Air Force

when he became Special Assistant and later Assistant Secretary of the Air

Force under Stuart Symington, the first Secretary. During Mr. Zuckert’s tenure

he oversaw new programs such as the B–70 and Skybolt. He initiated Project

Forecast, a study that explored promising technologies for future aerospace

military operations. 

After leaving office in September 1965, Mr. Zuckert returned to his law

practice in Washington, D.C. He also served on governing boards of compa-

nies and organizations in the private sector, including defense contractors such

as Martin Marietta, for whom he contributed expertise regarding the needs of

the nation in military aerospace. Mr. Zuckert died on June 5, 2000.
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